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The Queens Pride House Newsletter is a monthly digest of events and news of interest,
stories from the community, love and living in Queens for the LGBTQ community.

Do you have a story to share?  Submit your stories to qphinfo@queenspridehouse.org
[mailto:qphinfo@queenspridehouse.org].
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Transgender Day of Remembrance at Queens Pride House

by: Michelle Abdus-Shakur


On November 19, 2011 Queens Pride House celebrated Transgender Day of Remembrance, an annual event that memorializes individuals who were killed in the year due to transphobic prejudice and bigotry. The Transgender Day of Remembrance occurs in the third week of November and observances are held in cities around the world, including New York City.  This was the very first time that Queens Pride House hosted this event.

Several speakers presented their views on this occasion including Pauline Park chair of New York Association for Gender Rights Advocacy and president of the Board of Directors of Queens Pride House, who spoke about the both tragic undertones of the event and the exuberance of life's potential as a transgender woman.  Our executive director, Silvia Dutchevici remarked that the small gathering was "few but mighty" and that transgender discrimination is an important issue not unlike the fight for civil rights in the early 1960's and the fight for gender equality and sexual orientation in the late 1970's.

Reverend Mark Marsh of the Victoria Congregational Church offered a prayer for the memorial service and spoke of the tragedy in our community of losing such young lives so violently due to hatred, intolerance and fear. Four volunteers presented the candle memorial service. Carla Valenti, Rafaela Anshel, Jenn Maskell and Wayne Chambers alternated in reading aloud both the victim's name and the city where the violence occurred while blowing out the candle to signify the death of the transgender person. After the recitation of all twenty-one victims, those gathered observed a moment of silence to reflect on the tragic loss.

After the ceremony, a thirty-minute documentary about Queens Pride House Board president, Ms. Pauline Park's journey was presented to illustrate the empowerment of a trangeder life. The documentary showed the audience her coming out as a transgender person and her continued and active role as a transgender activist through the years.

Michelle Abdus-Shakur, Queens Pride House office manager, ended the event with a slideshow presentation focusing on respecting transgender people and a picture slide show of transgender individuals and their respective achievements in politics, pop culture, music, and sports. Concluding remarks and an offer of prayer by Reverend Marsh concluded the affair.  Many attendees described the event as extremely moving.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Queens Pride House, home of the Diversity Center of Queens Townhall Meeting

Queens Pride House, home of the Diversity Center of Queens held a Townhall Meeting on Monday, November 14th, 2011.  At this open forum we asked community members to come help us expand our outreach and services to the community.

Participants expressed interest in expanding services to include: ESOL classes,  intimate partner violence services, citizenship classes for new immigrants, LGBT  history classes, expanded programs in the area of HIV training and education as  well as "know your rights" trainings in areas of police brutality and, employment and immigration law.

Visitors expressed interest in helping the Center to outreach to different LGBT and immigrant communities in the borough and to ensure that people who need services are familiar with our location.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ACS LGBTQ Action Group Meeting

by: Kevin Wehle

On Wednesday November 9, 2011, Queens Pride House staff was asked by the New York City Administration for Children's Services (ACS) LGBTQ Action Group to conduct a presentation on services we offer, with particular emphasis on LGBTQ youth. We highlighted some of our work in the area of peer HIV education, our youth group Open Colors and Our Prom for All, the youth sponsored event of July this year. We also stressed the importance of providing LGBTQ friendly services to all teens.

In attendance were various social service agency providers, as well as key ACS staff. We had an engaging conversation regarding the LGBTQ Policy Update and how ACS will ensure an appropriate training module for caseworkers. The policy update refers to newly released polices by ACS designed to promote a safe and respectable environment for LGBTQ youth and their families involved in the child welfare system and the Department of Youth and Family Justice. The agency is now ensuring that every case manager receives appropriate training. We also focused on the upcoming Transgender Gender Non-Conforming (TGNC) Best Practice Guide Update.

Queens Pride House will continue to attend these meetings, as we feel it is important to offer our unique perspectives on working with LGBTQ immigrant youth.  We want  to ensure that youth within the ACS system receive respectful, culturally competent and LGBT inclusive services.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~




Fun(draising) at Hombres Lounge


Queens Pride House staff, friends, donors and volunteers all gathered at Hombres Lounge on Friday, November 18th, 2011 for our Fall Mixer.  Much fun was held as we raised money for much needed services for our community.  In attandance were: Alfonso Quiroz, Dirk McCall,  Jeffery Wiss, Richard Saenz and many more.

If you missed the event, but would like to contribute please click here.  [http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lwmzg5dab&t=idnwyviab.0.0.lwmzg5dab.0&id=preview&ts=S0697&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgive.org%2Fnonprofits%2Fdonate.jsp%3Fein%3D11-3331066]Your invaluable support ensures that we offer free services, such as health referrals, internet cafe, and a safe space for LGBT folk to gather and be a part of an inclusive community.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OUTLaw Symposium on Transjustice

by: Michelle Abdus-Shakur

On Friday, November 4, 2011, Queens Pride House attended OUTLaw Justice in Transition symposium hosted by New York University and focusing on transgender issues. The symposium featured several speakers and three workshops concentrating on issues directly affecting the transgender community.

The first workshop titled Challenging the Criminalization and Detention of Trans Communities analyzed the response of law enforcement when it comes to transgender suspects in both the juvenile and adult facilities. Often these individuals are harassed by both fellow inmates and correction officers and are denied the most basic human dignities. They are often physically assaulted or verbally abused. Each panel speaker recounted personal narratives with their transgendered clients, who have often been placed in criminal facilities with little or no access to hormones and gender appropriate clothing.

Gabriel Arkles of NYU Law is a transgender male who studies the requirements of different state prisons and their use of gender discrimination to marginalize transgender individuals, especially those of color.  Rules and impositions regarding hair length, uniforms, underwear, and even work assignments typically discriminate against those who are transgender and may be dangerous environments for one in transition.

Avi Rudnick of the Transformative Justice Law Project of Illinois discussed specifically the challenges in Chicago and the growing dissatisfaction and that can occur between some of the suburban Chicago residents who are homosexual and those transgender individuals who are often poor and young. The suburban community generally calls  for more direct police action against the transgender young that they see as low-priced sex workers and hard-core drug addicts whose presence in the community can lower their home property values.

The second workshop titled Challenges Facing Trans Youth included panelists Flor  Bermudez of Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Bran Fenner, co-founder of  FIERCE, Susan Hazeldean of CornellLaw School and Emi Koyama an activist and writer.
Each speaker discussed some of the issues suffered by young transgender individuals particularly in the sex trafficking business, which is overrepresented in the transgendered community and often unreported in the media.  These concerns are troubling as there are not many formal studies or definitive and quantitative data showing the plight of these young people whose socio-economic backgrounds marginalizes them even further by not finishing high school, and depend on petty crimes to survive.

Queens Pride House sees ending trans imprisonment as part of a larger struggle for transformation. We want to build power among people facing multiple systems of oppression in order to imagine a world beyond violence, and inequalities.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMUNITY VOICES

I am part of the 99%

by: Katherine Lopez

I am part of the 99% of Occupy Wall Street. Although there is much unfairness in our corrupted America, I have recently learned that there were other times in our country's history when things were worse. My learning took place at a workshop held by Occupy Queens and hosted by Queens Pride House and the Diversity Center. At the workshop I've learned about social and labor history.  I've learned about countless stories of people being beaten by police officers, being abused at their jobs, and having to choose between paying rent or buying groceries, because although they worked they did not earn enough.

I learned how in 1934 the San Francisco General Strike was one of the few protests that impacted America. It began as a maritime strike and grew into a general strike that included Teamsters and blue collar workers, becoming the largest strike in U.S. history. The General Strike, or Big Strike, shut down San Francisco and Alameda counties for three days in July of 1934. Shops closed, services stopped. Taxis and streetcars didn't run. Workers walked off their jobs. From July 16 to July 19, the strikers succeeded in closing down commerce and bringing about federal arbitration, recognition of maritime unions, and improvements in wages and working conditions.

In 1935 the government passed a law called the "National Labor Relation Act" (NLRA), which basically meant you were able to join a union and engage in collective bargaining, and take part in strikes and other forms of activity in support of their demands. The problem was this act excluded 70 million workers, including domestic workers, agriculture employees, and independent contractors. The NLRA also created the NLRB which is the "National Labor Relations Board" which is an independent agency of the US government, charged with conducting elections for labor union representation and with investigating unfair labor practices.

As a high school student, this meeting was very informative.  It made me question how come in the richest country of the world, the "American dream" is only for the very few.  What do we have to dream about? This so called "American dream" has been given to those who never fought for it and who never worked for it; those of us who have, are not even given an opportunity to see it.  It also made me wonder why people often ask us to pick political sides - left or right.  Instead, I think, we should all try to better our world and better our lives. This workshop highlighted for me the history of struggle and reminded me and everyone in attendance that nothing
will change unless we make that change. It is up to us - the believers, the hard  workers, the 99%.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OUTREACH

in the Borough and Beyond

with Carlos Cubas

Outreach by definition is the provision of community services.  Queens Pride House is the only LGBTQ center in Queens, offering a variety of services for the community, ranging from HIV testing, legal services, referrals, and groups. Queens Pride House also collaborates with other organizations to extend services for our community.

Doing Outreach for Queens Pride House has shown me the closeness and the good will that the LGBTQ community thrives on.  Over the course of the last couple of months, I have met incredible people, business owners, council members, executive directors, funders and more importantly, volunteers alike who have stepped up and given from their hearts what they can for our community.  This selflessness has shown me how being part of our community is more than just being ourselves, it's about respect, honor, love and valor.  We are all part of this great community, and I'm proud to say I am part of the Queens Pride House family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In the NEWS

Nov. 1, 2011 - A bill before Nigeria's National Assembly to ban same gender marriage would threaten all Nigerians' rights reported Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission. The bill, under consideration for the third time in five years, would expand Nigeria's already harsh punishments for consensual same-sex conduct and set a precedent that would threaten all Nigerians' rights to privacy, equality, free expression, association, and to be free from discrimination, the groups said.

Nov. 8, 2011 - U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton delivered a strong speech on global AIDS. Calling for an "AIDS-free generation," Hillary Clinton recommitted the U.S. government to doing its part. At a time of stagnating budgets and threats to foreign aid, her strong support for ramping up the fight was good news. Clinton called for "combination prevention" that will include prevention of mother-to-child transmission, voluntary medical male circumcision, and treatment for HIV infection. All three have been proven to dramatically reduce the spread of AIDS. Clinton was careful to note that the three main interventions work in concert with an array of services, such as condom use and addressing gender-based violence. However the new strategy left out the highly vulnerable populations, like people who inject drugs, sex workers, and men who have sex with men. Read the full text of Clinton's
 [http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lwmzg5dab&t=idnwyviab.0.0.lwmzg5dab.0&id=preview&ts=S0697&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.gov%2Fsecretary%2Frm%2F2011%2F11%2F176810.htm]speech.

Nov. 14, 2011 - A report by the European HIV/AIDS Funders Group (EFG) and Funders Concerned about AIDS (FCAA), in collaboration with the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), indicated that funding for AIDS-related work from US and European donors decreased by 7 percent, or approximately $44 million, between 2009 and 2010. Since 1981, over 25 million people have died of AIDS worldwide, and about 33 million are living with the infection. In the United States every year, approximately 56,000 people are infected with HIV and 16,000 die of AIDS. As of 2001, 1.4 million people
have started taking protease inhibitors. Less than half of the 15 million people  who should be taking the drugs actually have access to them.

Nov. 16, 2011 - Congresswoman Jackie Speier (D-CA) introduced legislation to strengthen protections for victims of sexual assault in the military.

Nov. 17, 2011 - Guttmacher Policy Review - A series of policy guidances recently  issued by the Obama administration strongly endorse linkages between HIV and family planning programs in developing countries, but a failure to ensure that women in  HIV treatment programs have access to contraceptives is undermining efforts to  integrate these two critical health services, according to Linkages Between HIV 
and Family Planning Services Under PEPFAR: Room for Improvement  [http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lwmzg5dab&t=idnwyviab.0.0.lwmzg5dab.0&id=preview&ts=S0697&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guttmacher.org%2Fpubs%2Fgpr%2F14%2F4%2Fgpr140402.html]by Heather Boonstra.

The new guidances fully endorse the provision by family planning programs of HIV counseling and testing, as well as referrals for HIV care and treatment, and they recommend the use of President's Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) funds for these purposes. The guidances also specifically acknowledge that preventing unintended pregnancy is vital to lowering the rate of new HIV infections. Therefore, they state, women in HIV programs should have access family planning counseling and referrals for contraceptives. However, PEPFAR funding for contraceptives themselves is prohibited, even in places where there is no corresponding family planning program available  to which women can be referred. A substantial number of PEPFAR-funded countries that do not receive U.S. funding for family planning-including Botswana, Namibia and Swaziland-have HIV-prevalence rates that are among the highest in the world.

Nov. 17 2011 - Answering a question from a federal appeals court, the California Supreme Court this week said the proponents of Proposition 8, which ended marriage equality in the state, can appeal a lower court decision that held the ballot measure unconstitutional. The case is expected to eventually reach the U.S. Supreme Court.

Nov. 19, 2011 - A measure to provide domestic partner benefits to the same-sex partners of federal workers has been introduced in the House and Senate. A similar bill was voted out of committee in both chambers in the previous session of Congress, but  never got a floor vote. Among the current legislation's 53 House co-sponsors are out Reps. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., Barney Frank, D-Mass., Jared Polis, D-Colo., and David Cicilline, D-R.I. Senate co-sponsors are Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., and Susan Collins, R- Maine.

Nov. 22, 2011 - Mayor Bloomberg signed into law Intro 656 [http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lwmzg5dab&t=idnwyviab.0.0.lwmzg5dab.0&id=preview&ts=S0697&p=http%3A%2F%2Flegistar.council.nyc.gov%2FLegislationDetail.aspx%3FID%3D967785%26GUID%3D9F7C289B-A8D8-4A95-8882-BF044CBB5EE2%26Options%3DID%257CText%257C%26Search%3D656], a bill that removes city funding that would have supported Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) efforts to detain immigrants who have been cleared of their crimes and have no previous criminal background.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About Us

Queens Pride House serves the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities of Queens. We offer social service programs in areas of counseling, youth services, substance abuse, intimate partner violence, immigration, employment, health care, and legal assistance. The goal of Queens Pride House is to continue to make a difference in the LGBT communities by creating safe spaces to enjoy social, educational and
multicultural events. We also encourage people to find their collective power in fighting and advocating for social change.
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